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Course Management
How many of you practice this?
If you observe all golfers of different handicaps  lower handicap players and pros will spend a bit of time concentrating on shot selection and decision making and in higher handicap players this is not the case, except for  calculating the distance to hole and the club they choose to hit.
The secret of playing any course that you are familiar with is knowing where to miss the green if you miss it, this will always give you a chance of saving par by getting up and down.
Also as a golfer you need to know when to defend and when to attack and to be patient and wait for the opportunities to present themselves.
In the following article there are a few tips on how to manage your game around Atalaya old course I have set up a traffic light system which I use with all of my golf pupils in order to decide what action to take on each hole.
This 3 colour system should also be applied when in trouble on the course for e.g. in trees or in a bunker, you will find by adapting this principle for every game of golf you play you will save at least 4 to 6 shots off your gross score when playing.
Atalaya Old Course
Key to colours-
Yellow- proceed with caution
Green- attack and be aggressive
Red-
defend, accept average score, and move on
1st

downhill dog leg left short par 4
Long iron or fairway wood to right side of fairway leaves you a short iron into green and takes the tricky shot over the bunker out of play    
2nd

tricky par 3 with deep bunker short left, 2 tier green
Secret of this hole is to take the bunker out of play and club selection is very important if flag is back tier go big, if flag is bottom tier go short and right of right bunker then a chance of 3 is possible if you miss the green.
3rd 

straight long par 4

 wide fairway, driver off the tee and add 15 yards to your distance calculation to take left bunker out of play on second shot (note all distance markers at Atalaya old are to the front of the green)
4th

slight uphill dog leg right.
 must avoid trees on right.
Many players attempt a fade around the corner this is not the shot as many times the shot  ends up in the trees or below the branches of the trees, and access to the green is quite impossible, as  a deep bunker protects the green. A  straight drive over the bunker or a 3 wood just left of the bunker is the shot then you can see all of the green for the 2nd shot ,always allow another 12 yards for your 2nd shot as there is quite a height change from fairway to green. Be careful on your putt from back of green
As it is downgrain and downhill.
5th

Long straight par 5

Be aware of ditch across fairway before green
Attack with the drive and attack with 2nd shot to try to get on the flat area of fairway just before the ditch but green is too small and well protected to attempt to get on in 2 plus greenside bunker on right is a card wrecker, as sand is not compressed and most players leave the ball in for 2 or 3 shots!!
6th

Short straight par 4 trees both sides

Obvious a straight shot is more important than distance off the tee here. I mostly take a 1 iron as this also avoids the fairway bunker right side of fairway which cannot be seen from the tee, green is elevated so make allowance for 2nd shot and green slopes away from you which makes the shot a bit tricky, concentration is of utmost importance here as the ball needs to be struck sweetly to achieve some spin when landing.
7th

Long par 3 bunkers left and right

Take enough club to fly the front of the green by plenty as bunkers catch a lot of tee shot’s take your 2 putts and move on and be thankful for a par or a 4!
8th 

Straight par 5 wide fairway

Good birdie chance here if you get a good drive away as green should be reachable in 2 be careful of OOB on right of green, if chipping from front of green the slope will take the ball left to right on landing.
9th

Uphill slight dogleg right par 4
If you can hit a slight fade this is ideal as the fairway slopes right to left and a driver can carry on through the fairway into a tricky lie and also leaves you to come over the bunker. Everyone comes up short on this hole for three reasons:- OOB through the back, cannot see the bottom of the flag so the eyes just see the front of the green, also the green is elevated and very long, next time you play this hole take 2 clubs more than you think.
10th

Par 4 dog leg left well bunkered 2 tier green  
Good drive at the tallest conifer is the line no shape just straight, this will leave you a full wedge into a tricky green if flag is top tier always go big take the bunker out of play and the 3 putt if you come down the slope.
11th

Long Par 5 slight dog leg right

Aim your drive down the right side of the fairway to take a good bounce off the down slope this kicks the ball forward and left onto the upslope setting you up nicely for the next shot into the green possible eagle chance here and you must be thinking of a birdie. But green is elevated so take plenty of club, a high floating 5 wood is ideal for this 2nd shot. If you cannot reach in two always go down the left making an easy route to the flag for 3rd shot.
12th

Good par 3 over water with deep bunker short right
Club selection is crucial on this hole and missing left leaves a good chance of up & down for par, avoid bunker at all costs similar sand to the 5th.
13th

 Good par 4 sloping fairway left to right no bunkers

Unlucky for some as most try to draw the ball close to the trees down the left and come unstuck as OOB and bad lies await the over cooked shot, the shot is a 3 wood straight or fading taking OOB out of play and leaving a good distance for a full shot to an elevated green, always go big on this hole as I seem to witness all of my playing partners attempting to get close to the flag coming up short and the ball rolls back down the slope in front of the green leaving a ´seve´ up & down task!!resulting in 5 or 6 on the card.
14th

Good par 4 dogleg left sloping fairway left to right 
If you can control a draw then that is the shot but if you are not 100% then hit a straight shot down the middle and take your chance with a good iron shot, another elevated green, avoid bunker on right at all costs to keep a six off your card!
15th

Downhill dogleg right par 4 OOB left

Good birdie chance if you take a good line off the tee, left side of fairway sets up a good approach as bunker is not in the way, front of green is sloping towards you so make allowance for the ball stopping quickly.
16th

Short par 3 narrow green front to back

Normally plays one club more than you think and all players swing easy as the fence behind the green makes you feel a little uneasy, must commit to the shot or you will come up short every time.
17th

Long straight Par 5 OOB right on 2nd shot

Must attack with tee shot in order to get over fairway bunker with 2nd, down the left fairway is ideal with straight drive as the fairway slopes right to left and right side brings trees in play for 2nd shot, big green so plenty of room to attack with 3rd shot, be careful of subtle borrows on green.
18th

Uphill par 4 dogleg right OOB on right

Aggression is not the key to this hole, secret is to hit the fairway left of the fairway bunker and also be cautious with 2nd shot into green as the banks on the left of the green all kick the ball onto the green, anything right off a sloping lie for 2nd shot has disaster written all over it, as deep bunker  catches a lot of balls plus out of bounds is very close to path on right.
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